Introduction
Fisheries is an important economic activity in developing countries like India. This country presents a vast scope for fish product from marine and inland resources. The vast aqua resources of our country harbour plenty of fish species distributed in its diversified ecosystems.
Due to vast stretches of virgin lands, periodical monsoon rains, temperature and tropical climate, India has immense potential for aquaculture. In fact, recognizing the growth potential, the Government has identified the coastal marine fisheries as a thrust area and introduced a number of schemes and concessions with a view to augment the marine products exports.
1 Like any other state, the fisheries sector of Maharashtra has undergone significant changes over the lat two decades. Recognizing the importance of fishery in the national economy, this paper attempts to evaluate the development of fisheries in the state of Maharashtra. It also identifies the problem areas and extends a few suggestions that could be considered as instrumental in formulating policies to give a real thrust to the fisheries sector of Maharashtra.
Data and Methodology
Data used for this study were collected from various secondary sources. Time series data for twenty years In this study exponential trend equations have been fitted to the time series data obtained for various parameters from various sources in order to compute compound rates of growth that were also tested for their significance by the student 't' statistics. 2 Further, with a view to understand growth performance of various parameters better and in order to capture year to year fluctuations in the same, an index of instability 3 as suggested by Coppock (1962) was also incorporated in the analysis, which appeared to have taken care of trend component in the time series data.
The study is divided into two sections. While the first section provides an insight into the changing structure in various fishery related indicators of Maharashtra, the second section is chiefly devoted to identification of problem areas, inferences and policy implications of the study, and various programme initiatives that need to be undertaken to truly transform the fisheries sector of Maharashtra.
I -Indicators Governing Fisheries Development
In India, the major fish producing states are: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. Among these states, Maharashtra accounts for a significant share insofar as marine fish production in the country is concerned. In comparison with Indian coastline of 8118 kms., the state of Maharashtra has 720 kms. of coastline with the continental shelf area of 111512 sq. kms. With a view to increase the quantum of fish production -both marine and inland, the state has introduced a number of schemes. The estimates relating to fish production in Maharashtra vis-à-vis India encompassing the period between 1979-80 and 1998-99 are provided in Table 1 . : 1979 /80 -1981 Period 2: 1989 Period 2: /90 -1991 Period 3: 1996 Period 3: /97 -1998 2) CGR : Compound Growth Rate (annual) ; CII: Coppock Instability Index 3) * and ** indicate significance of growth rates at 1and 5 per cent level of probability A critical evaluation of Table 1 reveals that though Maharashtra accounts for a significant share in total marine fish production of India, the share of Maharashtra in total fish production of India has declined over the past two decades mainly due to a sharp decline in her share in total marine fish production of India. While the share of Maharashtra in total marine fish production of India was estimated at 22.70 per cent during TE 1981-82, it declined to 16.38 per cent by the TE 1998-99. Similarly, the share of Maharashtra in total fish production of India was also found to decline from 15.15 per cent during TE 1981-82 to 10.87 per cent by the TE 1998-99. The annual rate of decline in Maharashtra's share in total fish production of India is estimated at nearly 3 per cent between 1979 and 1999. The major decline in Maharashtra's share in total marine fish production of India is seen between TE 1981-82 and TE 1991-92 as in the subsequent period there has been marginal increase in her share in total marine fish production of India. There are several reasons for the slow growth in marine fish production of Maharashtra. These reasons and the steps to overcome the problem are delineated in the subsequent section.
Interestingly, the share of Maharashtra in total inland fish production of India has grown It is to be noted that Maharashtra produces as many as 32 varieties 4 of fish (Table 2) .
Among these varieties, shrimps, prawns, harpodon neherias, ribbon fish, otalithes, pomfrets, anchoviella, mackeral and cattle fish put together account for over 70 per cent share in total fish production of Maharashtra. All these varieties of fish have shown significant growth in their production during the period between 1989-90 and 1998-99. And, this is one of the reasons as to why total inland fish production of Maharashtra has grown significantly over time. Although Brihan Mumbai and Thane account for bulk of the total inland fish catch of Maharashtra, the shares of these regions have declined marginally over the course of time. Although Maharashtra has shown declining share in total fish production of India, as against this decline, the state has shown considerable increases in the quantum strength of marine-fishing villages/hamlets, boats engaged in fishing, fish brought for curing, salt issued, cured fish removed, besides showing increases in number of fish cooperative societies and their membership, etc. (Table 4 ). Among these fisheries related indicators, the major growth is seen in number of fish cooperative societies, quantity of fish brought for curing, salt issued and cured fish removed. These are certainly positive features of development of fisheries in Maharashtra.
The state of Maharashtra has also shown a significant and rather more sharp growth in her induced fish breeding practices, particularly during the period between TE 1991-92 and TE 1998-99. Similarly, the marketing of fish in the state has also grown significantly over time.
However, the point that merits attention is the decline in total inland water spread area of the state, which has gone down from 310 thousand hectares to 300 thousand hectares between TE 1981/82 and TE 1998/99. The major reason for this could be attributed to increasing urbanization in Maharashtra. Another disquieting feature of fisheries sector of Maharashtra is the decline in the number of fish curing yards, which have come down by 45 per cent during the period under consideration. On the other hand, the number of fishery schools have stagnated at nine in the state over the last two decades. The declining trends in inland water spread area, numerical strength of fish curing yards and stagnant number of fishery schools are certainly disturbing features of the fisheries sector of Maharastra. The declining share of Maharashtra in India's total fish production over the past two decades is another negative feature that requires attention by various policy makers.
Interestingly, some of the fisheries related indicators such as induced fish breeding, quantity of fish brought for curing, quantity of salt issued and cured fish removed have shown very high growth rates associated with high degree of fluctuations (Table 4 ). In fact, this high degree of fluctuation in these indicators is found during the period between TE 1991-92 and TE 1998-99. However, high degree of fluctuation associated with high growth rate as noticed in the case of inland fish production of Maharashtra is mainly during the first half as compared to the second half of the overall period (Table 1) . On the other hand, the number of fish cooperative societies in Maharashtra has grown significantly with very high rate of growth associated with moderate rate of fluctuation during the given period of time. The marketing of fish in Maharashtra is noticed to be stable as the disposition of fish catch of Maharashtra, in general, has grown significantly with very low rate of fluctuation.
II -Inferences, Suggestions and Policy Implications
Although Maharashtra accounts for 14-20 per cent of the total marine fish production of India -which is almost stable over the past five years, the present fishing fleet of the state is not capable to exploit the deep sea resources. The state has formulated a scheme to introduce a medium size craft to exploit the resources in the depth of 70 fathoms with prolonged fishing cruise of 15 to 20 days in comparison to the present existing level of 4 to 10 days. This scheme so far has not given rich dividend. In fact, the major problem faced by the marine fisheries of Maharashtra is relating to depletion of resources due to illegal presence of foreign vessels and vessels belonging to other states, which appeared to have created pressure on the coast line. As a result, the marine fish production of Maharashtra has grown at very low pace during the last two decades (Table 1) . In order to tackle this problem, there is need for the Government of India to introduce zonalisation of coast line in the National Fishing Policy. This will not only help in stopping illegal presence other state's and foreign vessels but also in checking the depletion of resources. Some loop holes in the existing fishing laws should also be checked to prevent any illegal presence of vessels which deplete the marine resources.
Notably, Maharashtra Fisheries Regulation Act (MHFRA) was introduced in the state in 1981. As per the provisions made in the Act, the mesh size of cord end of trawl net has been specified for different areas. And, these sizes are strictly followed. However, in order to maintain the existing marine fish stock there is need for the Government of India to implement uniform ban on illegal entry of other vessels in different coastal areas.
It is to be further noted that the declining trends in inland water spread area, numerical strength of fish curing yards and stagnant number of fishery schools are certainly disturbing features of the fisheries sector of Maharashtra. However, in order to develop fisheries sector, the department of fisheries in the state is conducting various training programme relating to carp fish seed production, fresh water prawn culture, integrated fish farming and management of aquarium, etc.
In order to develop fisheries sector in Maharashtra, there is need to educate fishermen with respect to dissemination of information relating to modern/mechanized fishing techniques and efficient marketing of fish catch. Equally important is the need for more innovative technologies in this sector, diffusion of developed technology by extension workers and adoption by the clients. Education of fishermen about modern fishing techniques is reported to have a significant impact on adoption of recommended fish culture practices by the farmers (Sivasankar, et.al., 1995) . It is also pointed out that extension and mass media participation have strong positive relationship with adoption of fish culture practices (Prabhakara and Murthy, 1994) .
Nonetheless, inadequate infrastructure and flow of information technology have been cited as the major barriers for better market integration in the existing marine fish markets of India (Behura and Pradhan, 1998) .
As for the overall development of fisheries sector of India, it is to be noted that since the target of fish production of 5.6 lakhs tons for 2003-04 was lower than the target of 6.3 lakhs tons for 2002-03, measures need to be taken to increase production of both marine and inland capture fisheries from reservoirs, etc. and culture fisheries to increase the overall fish production. There is also scope for exploitation of off-shore and deep sea fishery resources through introduction of newly designed fuel saving multi-day mechanized fishing vessels and deep sea fishing vessels (Planning Commission, GOI, 2004) . The need for the multi-day mechanized fishing vessels as well as the deep sea vessels is also felt in the state of Maharashtra. Notes 1. It is to be noted that 100 per cent export oriented units are extended several concessions that mainly encompass: (a) duty free input and capital goods, (b) raw materials free from excise duty and central levis, and (c) green card entitlement for allotment in matters of raw materials, power clearance and foreign exchange (James et al. 1993 ). 2. The equation fitted to analyse the trend is semi-log exponential form y = e A + B t
Log y = A + B * t
The compound growth rates (r) = (e B -1) x 100 were tested for their significance by the student 't' statistics.
3. According to Coppock, the annual instability index equals the anti-log of the square root of the logarithmic variance. The series is given in algebraic form as follows : 2 1 1 V log = ∑ log X t+1 -log X t -N-1 ∑ (log X t+1 -log X t ) N-1 or 2 X t+1 log -m X t V log = N -1
Where, N = Number of years ; X = Value of the parameter m = Mean value of the logarithmic first difference
